The study was conducted with the objectives to understand the effect of age of native Pabna bulls on feed conversion ratio (FCR), digestibility and carcass yield characteristics. Fifteen Pabna bulls having five in each age groups of 6 to12, 13 to 24 and 25 to 36 months were fed ad libitum mix silages of 
Introduction
Beef cattle fattening in Bangladesh is a growing business and contributing to fight the rising demand for high-protein foods of the country. It also plays a significant role in enhancing food security, providing households with employment, investment opportunity, and manure for sustainable agriculture. About 24.5 million cattle heads are distributed throughout the country which ranks 12 th in the world and 3rd in Asian countries (FAO, 2010) . Although the growth of livestock production is the second highest among all other sub-sectors of agriculture in Bangladesh (BER, 2012) , the consumption of meat and other livestock products is still lower than requirement.
The daily per caput requirement of meat is 120 gm, whereas the availability is 102 gm (BER, 2013) . The demand for beef cattle increases several times higher during the holy Eidul-Azha festival. In that time, about 1.8 million of cattle are slaughtered to meet the demand (Sujan et. al., 2011) . To satisfy this requirement, beef fattening enterprise is still growing up in the country. However, the profitability of a beef cattle fattening enterprise is not only determined by the cost of feed, market price and demand of meat but also the yield and quality of beef carcass produced.
The yield and quality of beef carcass are two 
Results and Discussion
Intake of nutrients and live weight gain of bulls
The intake of dietary nutrients and LW gain of bulls are presented in to 10.1 (Neumann & Lusby, 1986; Kim et al., 2004; Milton et al., 1994a and 1994b; Rush et al., 1994; Reinhardt et al., 1993; Vieselmeyer et al., 1996) . Huque and Sultana (2005) 
Digestibility of nutrients
The digestibility of nutrients in different age groups is presented in Table 3 . There was no Coleman et al., 1995; Neumann & Lusby, 1986; Kim et al., 2004 (Lunt et al., 1985; Coleman et al., 1995; Crouse et al.; 1989) . Preston (1971) , Reid (1971) and Coleman et al. (1995) reported LW as one of the most important factors that affect body composition in cattle.
However, types of fat (BFT or KPH) grow independently (Rouse et al., 2003) , and intramuscular fat are more dependent on age than weight. BFT, The LMA, HCW; and KPH determine USDA YG of a carcass. Of these, fat thickness has the largest effect followed by LMA.
The calculated YG of the three age groups was 1.79, 1.27 and 0.20, respectively, and the oldest bulls yielded significantly (<0.01) lower value. Table 2 ) and concentrate mixture of mostly brans (81 %) without grain (Table 1) . Geay and Robelin, (1979) , and Price et al. (1984) showed that diets influence fat deposition independent of the effects of LW, causing cattle fed different diets to vary in carcass fatness even at similar degrees of maturity. The tendency for fat deposition in cattle with tropical inheritance was found lower than that with the temperate ones (Crouse et al.,1989 
